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1 - Resource Mobilization Theory
2 - Conceptualizing Resistance

3 - collective identity

4 - intentionality

5 - recognition

6 - Framing Theory

7 - mobilized resources
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1 - qualitative—interpretive
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1 - middle-range analytical framework
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...“ Europe is not just a geographical entity but also a historical and conceptual
one that has come to function as the ‘norm’ for the rest of the world. To provincialize

Europe is to question its claim to be the universal standard of historical development.”
(Chakrabart, 2008:5)
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»Bureaucracy is a form of organization characterized by a hierarchy of authority,
impersonal rules, written documentation, and specialized roles-designed for
efficiency, but often leading to rigidity and dehumanization. » (Weber,1987:215-216)
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“Education systems in many Muslim-majority countries remain highly

centralized and bureaucratic, limiting institutional autonomy and slowing
innovation.” UNESCO, Education in the Muslim World (2010, p. 37)
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“|I left Iran not because | didn’t love my country, but because | couldn’t access

GPU clusters, scientific databases, or international conferences regularly. You
can’t train a world-class Al model without infrastructure”.
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knowledge, the codification of expertise, and the rapid transformation of science into
marketable goods.” (Powell & Snellman, 2004, p. 195)
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»Resource-rich developing countries often experience slower economic growth,
weaker institutions, and underdeveloped human capital because they rely on rents
rather than knowledge-intensive production.» (Auty, 1993, p.2)
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“OIC member states produce annually more than 2.1 million graduates at the
postgraduate level (Master’s and PhD), representing a significant investment in
human capital.... “However, less than 15% of these graduates find employment in
knowledge-intensive sectors (e.g., Al, biotechnology, advanced engineering, R&D).
The majority are absorbed into low-skill service jobs, public administration, or
remain unemployed.... “The estimated annual cost of human capital underutilization
in OIC countries exceeds USD 42 billion, based on the opportunity cost of trained
postgraduates working outside their fields of expertise.” ISESCO, 2023, p. 44-45(
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The ultimate goal of knowledge in Islam is to become a ‘knower of God’ (‘arif
bi’llah), not a master of nature. ( Nasr,1968:225)

b sl &l (L Gylen 4 ol ois @Ol 53 yuils olg Dl tae

S sl JolS Glasl S5 @Dl 53 gl a0 35 (6 elae (ol pe slaud eSSl
ol 03,5 3 555 JamS 4y o S 015 93 45y shailen (€0 0 OV (g plan) (L 58 anaiis oL
Sl Y oE AN PUP R b)b Bl ol o ol 58 S sl )
sy lajlns (5558l wis (6l 355 5 03l 13 1 Olsie @ 1y 8 Oked oDl (sla 2
33,8 (5 s3bor (15] ol o Sl 5t s 8l 3 T 85 5 EREEL 5 o A5 B sy
“Reducing procedural complexity and administrative layers is essential for

improving education system performance in developing and Muslim-majority
countries.” OECD, Education Governance in Developing Contexts (2015, p. 64)
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“University autonomy is incompatible with heavy bureaucratic supervision.”
Altbach, Global Perspectives on Higher Education (2016, p. 89)
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“Centralized infrastructure drastically reduces the duplication of high-cost,

specialized equipment, allowing institutions to invest in fewer, yet more
sophisticated, instruments that benefit a wider user base.” (Bradley, 2025)
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The Resistance Model of Qur’anic Women and Its Role in
Islamic Civilization-Building
Nafiseh Iranpour!; Zohreh Salehi?

Abstract

The role of women in the formation and advancement of divine civilization
constitutes one of the central anthropological and civilizational themes of the
Holy Qur’an. Employing a descriptive method based on the content analysis
of Qur’anic verses and drawing upon authoritative Qur’anic exegeses, this
study seeks to answer how resilient women, in decisive historical
circumstances, contributed to the continuity and triumph of divine civilization
over tyrannical civilizations. The findings demonstrate that the resistance of
these women was not merely a marginal phenomenon but rather a
foundational element in civilizational formation and a driving force in history.
Indeed, without their presence and resistance, some of the most significant
links in the civilizational mission of the divine prophets would neither have
been established nor sustained in the face of tyrannical structures. The
findings further indicate that the civilization-building role of resilient women
in the Qur’an can be examined in four principal areas: steadfast faith in the
face of tyrannical pressures; the familial role in nurturing and preserving the
prophetic lineage; social engagement and responsible participation in society
for the promotion of divine values and norms; and influence in the historical
guidance of society. The continuation of the Abrahamic lineage through
Sarah; the monotheistic resistance of Asiya against the civilization of
Pharaoh; the wisdom and organizational efforts of the mother and sister of
Moses (peace be upon him) in establishing the liberation movement of the
Children of Israel; the vow of Mary’s mother in challenging gender
discrimination and Mary’s resistance to social prejudice; the social function
of the chaste conduct of Shu‘ayb’s daughter; the governance of the Queen of
Sheba; the participation of the Prophet’s female companions in the pledge of
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allegiance; and the role of the Prophet’s wives in confronting the
manifestations of the Age of Ignorance are among the prominent examples of
divine civilization-building centered on resilient women in the Qur’an.
Overall, a civilizational reading of Qur’anic verses concerning women
provides a more precise and dynamic understanding of their status within the
Qur’anic worldview. Such a perspective can inspire a rethinking of the role
of women in contemporary Islamic societies by presenting active, responsible,
and civilization-building models within both the family and society.

Keywords: Resilient women in the Qur’an; Divine civilization-building;
Satanic civilization; Civilizational foundations; Historical guidance; Social
engagement
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The Role and Civilizational Position of Resistance
Mohammad Javad Asghari!

Abstract

This study aims to explain the role and civilizational position of Islamic
resistance in the formation of the New Islamic Civilization. Employing a
descriptive-explanatory method and library-based research, the study’s
theoretical framework analyzes Islamic resistance as a civilizational paradigm
rather than merely a defensive strategy. The findings demonstrate that Islamic
resistance performs a civilizational function at three macro levels. First, it
fulfills a defensive-preservative function by preventing the collapse of
Islamic civilization. Through reviving the discourse of dignity and
independence and confronting occupation and foreign domination, resistance
has prevented the completion of the process of civilizational decline and the
loss of the “hard core” of Islamic civilization, namely its lands and territorial
foundations. Examples include the experiences of Afghanistan, Palestine, and
Lebanon. Second, it performs an identity-cultural function by preventing
dissolution into Western civilization. In contexts marked by internal
despotism and external cultural pressures, resistance has acted as a barrier
against cultural invasion and the cultural transformation imposed by modern
materialistic Western civilization. Prominent examples of this role include the
Islamic Revolution of Iran and the popular resistance movement in Yemen.
Third, it serves a future-oriented creative function by enhancing civilization-
building capacity. This represents the most advanced role of resistance, as it
transcends passivity and creates the conditions necessary for transition to the
stage of civilizational development and construction. These three functions
form an evolutionary chain—survival, identity distinction, and flourishing—
and demonstrate that Islamic resistance is not merely a defensive necessity
but also a productive and dynamic force for the revival and flourishing of the
New Islamic Civilization based on justice and spirituality. According to the
framework developed in this study, this dimension of resistance appears to
have been realized most fully in the Islamic Republic of Iran, while other
components of the Resistance Front have not yet attained a comparable level
of civilization-building capacity.

Keywords: Islamic resistance; New Islamic Civilization; Civilization-
building; Resistance; Cultural invasion; Islamic Revolution of Iran
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Brain Drain in Islamic Countries and Its Impact on
Civilization-Building
Azadeh Ebrahimi!, Kamaleh Hosseini?

Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of brain drain in Islamic countries
from the perspective of Islamic principles. Drawing upon Qur’anic verses,
narrations of the Infallibles (peace be upon them), and the works of Muslim
thinkers, it argues that the primary root of this phenomenon lies in a departure
from the Islamic civilizational model of knowledge production and
utilization. The analysis demonstrates that three principal factors have
collectively created an environment in which the educated youth, skilled
professionals, and emerging talent are regarded not as civilizational capital
but as a financial burden: the bureaucratization of educational systems, which
suppresses academic freedom; a non-knowledge-based economy centered on
rent-seeking and consumption, which fails to recognize and utilize young
talent; and epistemological imitation, which has separated knowledge from
Islamic ethics and identity. In response, this study adopts an interdisciplinary
approach and a library-based research methodology while also utilizing
available statistics. Drawing upon Qur’anic principles—such as “Prepare
against them whatever you can of [military] power” (Qur’an 8:60)—and the
traditions of the Prophet and the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), it
proposes several solutions, including a return to scientific self-reliance
grounded in ijtihad and intellectual independence, a transition toward an
economy founded upon “beneficial knowledge, ” and the revival of an Islamic
epistemological framework in which knowledge is consistently placed at the
service of ethics and society. Without a return to these principles, Islamic
civilization will face continued decline, and Islamic countries will experience
an increasing migration of their educated and skilled generations.

Keywords: Brain drain; Younger generation; Beneficial knowledge;
Islamic civilization; Civilization-building
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A Strategic Analysis of Insight in Resistance in the Light of the

Qur’anic Thought of Martyr Beheshti
Farzaneh Ghanbari!, Mariam Hassani?

Abstract

In the pursuit of realizing the cause of truth and confronting oppression
and falsehood, resistance emerges as a fundamental necessity. However,
effective resistance requires guidance and profound insight, a role fulfilled by
basirah (insight). Employing a descriptive-analytical method and based on
library research, this article examines the role of insight in resistance from the
perspective of Martyr Beheshti and analyzes it across three levels:
epistemological, ethical, and practical. At the epistemological level, insight
facilitates the recognition of realities and the distinction between genuine
truth and its apparent semblance, thereby preventing false idealization and the
adoption of an erroneous path. At the ethical level, insight leads to the
restraint of selfish desires, strengthens receptiveness to truth, overcomes
indifference, and fosters a positive commitment to truth. At the practical level,
insight enables the identification of the appropriate arena of resistance,
prevents the waste of resources, ensures perseverance and steadfastness, and
links individual and collective resistance to divine traditions. The findings
demonstrate that insight constitutes the backbone of resistance and that
resistance without insight may serve falsehood or squander the efforts of its
advocates. By contrast, resistance grounded in insight correctly identifies
both its path and objective and becomes encompassed within the divine
tradition of “establishing truth and nullifying falsehood.”

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an; Insight; Resistance; Martyr Beheshti;
Levels of insight
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A Sociological Typology of Resistance in the Islamic World: From
Reactive Action to the Capacity for Civilization-Building within

the Horizon of the New Islamic Civilization
Gholam Ahya Hosseini!

Abstract

This paper adopts a sociological and theoretical-analytical approach to
examine the relationship between the concept of ‘“resistance” and
civilizational processes in the Islamic world. In the contemporary era,
resistance is no longer regarded merely as a short-term protest action or a
reaction to domination; rather, it is understood as a multilayered and
multidimensional process that extends from the level of everyday actions to
civilizational institution-building. Sociological studies demonstrate that
successful resistance requires collective identity, resource mobilization, and
meaningful framing. In Muslim societies, this process is often intertwined
with religious, ethical, and identity-based dimensions and, beyond material
logics, seeks to redefine justice and an alternative social order. Despite
theoretical advancements in the sociology of social movements, significant
gaps remain, including insufficient attention to the civilizational and ethical
dimensions of resistance, the predominantly descriptive nature of studies on
the Islamic world, and the lack of systematic integration of Islamic concepts
with theories of resistance. In response to these gaps, this study presents a
fivefold typology of resistance: identity-cultural (everyday and symbolic),
political-structural (organized and protest-oriented), epistemic-discursive
(the production of alternative knowledge), ethical-sacred (value-oriented and
spiritual), and civilizational-institutional (reconstructive and sustainable).
The principal innovation of this article lies in its conditional argument
concerning the civilizational capacity of resistance: resistance becomes a
civilization-building project only when it transitions from a confrontational
logic to a reconstructive one and institutionalizes justice as its guiding
principle. Within the framework of the ‘New Islamic Civilization,” this
transition requires a sustainable linkage among indigenous knowledge,
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institution-building, and social justice. The proposed framework not only
expands classical theories of social movements but also enables a systematic
comparison between Muslim and non-Muslim contexts while avoiding the
reduction of resistance to ideology or exceptionalism. The findings indicate
that the simultaneous strengthening of epistemic and institutional resistance,
together with the institutionalization of justice, constitutes the primary
pathway from reactive resistance to active civilization-building. This research
contributes to the theoretical enrichment of the sociology of resistance and
the civilizational studies of the Islamic world and offers suggestions for
cultural and scientific policymaking.

Keywords: Resistance; New Islamic civilization; Typology; Social
movements; Social justice; Sociology of resistance
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The Role of Cultural Resistance in the Engineering of the New

Islamic Civilization Based on the Thought of Imam Khamenei
Ismail Danesh!

Abstract

In contemporary strategic thought, the concept of “cultural resistance” has
often remained confined to a defensive and reactive framework. Adopting a
foundational approach and employing an analytical-descriptive method, this
study seeks to provide an ontological redefinition of this concept within the
intellectual framework of Imam Khamenei. The present research
conceptualizes cultural resistance not as a passive strategy but rather as a
“productive paradigm of engineering,” a model through which the latent
capacity of resistance is systematically transformed into a driving force for
the “civilization-building.” The findings indicate that this paradigm is
founded on an interconnected and dynamic system in which the four pillars
of “resistant identity,” “cultural self-confidence,” “civilizational ijtihad,”
and “critical rationality” function as operational drivers through mutual and
synergistic interaction. This system derives its strategic depth from five
dimensions—ontological, epistemological, axiological, methodological, and
teleological—thereby eliminating the false dichotomy between “resistance”
and “construction.” Accordingly, a coherent model is presented that explains
the internal logic and process of transforming “resistance for survival” into
“resistance for construction,” While providing a conceptual roadmap for the
engineering of the new Islamic civilization. This framework reveals the logic
of transforming “resistance” into a “civilizational construction” and opens
a new horizon in strategic studies of culture and civilization-building.

I3 Y1

Keywords: Cultural resistance; New Islamic civilization; Imam
Khamenei; Ontology of resistance; Civilizational ijtihad
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