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General Principles of Guidance and Human Resource
Development in the Prophetic Tradition from the

Perspective of the Holy Qur'an
Mohammad Reza Zeiaee!

Abstract

Human beings possess carnal desires and a rebellious nature; consequently, to
attain perfection—the ultimate purpose of human creation—they require
guidance and leadership. Human nature is such that not all individuals follow the
path of guidance independently, nor do they possess the capacity for direct
communication with God Almighty. Accordingly, God guides humanity through
the prophets. The Holy Qur’an outlines general principles for human guidance
and human resource development within the prophetic tradition, a subject that has
not yet been addressed through comprehensive and integrated research.
Therefore, the central problem of this study is the "General Principles of Guidance
and Human Resource Development in the Prophetic Tradition from the
Perspective of the Holy Qur'an." Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method and
library research—while exploring exegetical and narrative sources and employing
the essentials of Sirah studies—this research aims to extract and clarify the
general principles prophets utilized for guidance and capacity building. The
findings suggest that the divine prophets, in their practical conduct, employed
principles such as the principle of God-centeredness, the principle of submission,
the principle of reminder, the principle of role modeling, and the principle of
preaching and exhortation for the guidance and development of individuals.

Keywords: Prophets, Guidance, Human Resource Development, Role
Model, Preaching

1. PhD in Islamic History, Al-Mustafa International University, and Associate Researcher at Al-
Mustafa International Research Institute. E-mail: Rezaziaee19@yahoo.com
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Anthropological and Theological Foundations of Religious
Democracy in the Thought of Imam Khomeini (ra) and

‘Allameh Tabataba’1 (ra)
% Muhammad ‘Al1 ‘Isma’l1’
\iv

Abstract

Religious democracy is a theory of governance within a religious political
system that, while recognizing divine legitimacy and the unity of God in
legislation and law making, emphasizes the rule of law, the role of the people
in policymaking and political system formation, as well as their supervision
and cooperation with the system. Based on this theory, religious citizens
actively participate in political life within the framework of Sharia teachings,
and all forms of individual despotism in public decision-making are rejected.
Nevertheless, it stands in fundamental contrast to Western democracy as a
value (rather than merely a method), which is grounded in distinct
epistemological, anthropological, and theological foundations—such as
epistemological relativism, rationalism, denial of the epistemic authority of
revelation, pluralism, a specific notion of liberty, and human-centrism instead
of theocentrism.

Through the present study—conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
with the aim of revisiting the anthropological and theological foundations of
religious democracy in the thought of Imam Khomeini and ’Allameh
Tabataba’t—it becomes evident that these two prominent contemporary
philosophers and theorists, drawing upon revelatory and rational principles,
formulated the concept of religious democracy. Among the most significant
anthropological and theological foundations of religious democracy are the
multidimensional nature of human existence, divine nature, free will and liberty,
inherent and acquired dignity, humanity's vicegerent of God, monotheism in
governance, monotheism in legislation and lawmaking, the presence of divine
laws in social affairs, and the rejection of secularism.

Keywords: Religious democracy, Liberal democracy, Islamic political
system, Imam Khomeini, Allameh Tabataba’1.

1 . PhD in Islamic Philosophy and a member of the Al-Mustafa International Research Institute. Email:
mali.esm91@yahoo.com
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Pluralism of Ethnic and Cultural Identities in the Discourse
of the Islamic Revolution and the Dominant Discourse of
International Relations
Abdul-Rasoul Yagoubi'

Abstract

The emergence of the Islamic Revolution introduced a model of ethnic and
cultural pluralism fundamentally distinct from Western paradigms in both its
foundations and characteristics. Explaining the Islamic Revolution's
discourse on cultural and social pluralism is an essential task within the
contemporary arena of competing discourses. This study examines the
theoretical foundations, the roots of social and epistemological knowledge,
and the prescriptive consequences of these two divergent discourses. Among
the various approaches of assimilation, pure pluralism, and "unity in
diversity,” the discourse of the Islamic Revolution emphasizes the third.
Given that pluralism is built upon the dual pillars of shared identity and
specific identities, this article explores the nature of both within the
frameworks of the Islamic Revolution and Western discourse. The final
section analyzes the rights of specific ethnic and religious identities through
the lens of the key constitutive elements of the Islamic Revolution—namely
the Constitution and the teachings of the two Leaders (Imam Khomeini and
Imam Khamenei), and compares them with the rights outlined in the
"Universal Declaration of Human Rights" and the "Declaration on the Rights
of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
Minorities.” Despite the extensive literature concerning ethnic and religious
groups in lranian society, a systematic study addressing the Islamic
Revolution’s discourse on the pluralism of ethnic and cultural identities in
comparison to Western discourse has remained absent. Utilizing a
documentary analysis method, this study seeks to answer the question: what
are the fundamental differences between Western discourse and the discourse
of the Islamic Revolution regarding ethnic and cultural pluralism?

Keywords: Discourse of the Islamic Revolution; Pluralism; Shared Identity;
Western Discourse; Ethnic and Cultural Identities.

1 . Faculty Member, Al-Mustafa International University.
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The Cultural and Civilizational Aspects of Religious
Democracy, with a Focus on the Mahdist Utopian
Society

Ghanbar Ali Samadi'

Abstract

The inquiry into the role and status of the populace in the establishment of
governance and the administration of society has consistently constituted a
critical discourse, encountering profound challenges from antiquity to the
present era. Addressing this issue is particularly significant in contemporary
times, wherein democracy and majority rule is widely upheld as principal
criteria for legitimizing political systems within modern political thought.
Against this backdrop, the proposition of a system grounded in religious
democracy emerges as a novel and efficacious paradigm, fundamentally
challenging prevailing governance models-whether autocratic, hereditary, or
democratic. Religious democracy is predicated upon two foundational pillars:
divine legitimacy and popular sovereignty. Its most complete realization is
embodied in the ideal Mahdist society, whose salient attributes include the
unification of religious culture, universal consensus and satisfaction,
commitment to justice, and the elevation of collective rationality. Through a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study seeks to elucidate the status of the
populace within the framework of religious democracy and, drawing upon the
cultural and civilizational characteristics of the Mahdist utopian society,
critically examines the principal indicators of ideal governance.

Keywords: Religious Democracy, Democracy, Culture, Civilization,
Rationality, Mahdism, Ideal Society.

1 . Research Fellow at Al-Mustafa International Research Institute Samadi3 13 @gmail.com
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The Role of Women in the Strengthening and

Undermining of Democratic System
Siddiga Muhaqgiq!

Abstract

In Islamic jurisprudence—particularly in family jurisprudence—the status
of women within the family and society has been regarded as a central
element in either strengthening or weakening social and political systems. A
democratic system, founded on the principles of public participation and
respect for individual rights, necessitates the dynamic and active engagement
of all segments of society, including women, across various domains.
Findings of the present study indicate that, from the perspective of family
jurisprudence, women can contribute to the promotion of a culture of respect
for rights, justice, and civic participation by raising children in accordance
with religious and ethical teachings and by disseminating Islamic values. In
the public sphere as well, family jurisprudence acknowledges women's
participation within the legitimate frameworks established by Sharia. This
article, grounded in the principles and foundations of family jurisprudence,
examines the impact of women's presence and participation in both
strengthening and weakening democratic systems. It also addresses the
challenges and opportunities that exist in this domain. Accordingly, this study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and achieves its aim through the
examination of jurisprudential texts.

Keywords: Democratic system, women, family jurisprudence, weakening
of the system, strengthening of the system

1 . Professor and Level 4 Researcher in Islamic Family Law, Affiliation: Bint al-Hoda Higher

Education Complex, Al Mustafa Internatinal University, Qom, Iran, Email:
smohaghegh22@gmail.com
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An Analysis of the Role of the People in the Realization
of Religious Authority with Emphasis on the Qur'anic

Thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei
A'zam Nayeb Nia!

Abstract
The aim of the present study is to analyze the role of the people in the

realization of religious authority (Wilayat-e Dini) with an emphasis on the -

Qur'anic thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. In the philosophy of any political
system, the legitimacy of the ruling government—and consequently, the role
and status of the people—holds critical importance. Given that in the Islamic
political system sovereignty belongs to God, explaining the role and position
of the people in this process becomes a challenging issue. This study, using a
descriptive-analytical method, seeks to examine the status of the people within
the system of religious authority, focusing on His Eminence’s Qur'anic
perspectives. The findings of the study indicate that the fundamental
component in explaining the nature of religious democracy in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought is structured around the concept of Wilayah (religious
guardianship). Based on Qur'anic principles such as equality, vicegerency and
divine dignity of human beings, consultation (shura), allegiance (bay‘ah),
justice, freedom, and sovereignty over one's destiny, the legitimacy of Islamic
governance is both divine and people-based. The people form the foundation
of legitimizing the religious authority system and play a vital role in the
formation and realization of the system of Wilayah during the occultation era.
This includes selecting the supreme leader (Wali al-Amr) and establishing and
sustaining the system. Ultimately, religious democracy is the cornerstone of the
realization of the system of Wilayah, and without the presence of the people,
the true establishment of a religious authority system would not be possible.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei; System of Religious Authority; People;
Religious Democracy; Qur'anic Thoughts.

1 . Graduate of the Islamic Seminary and PhD Candidate in Qur’an and Science, Al-Mustafa
International University, Mashad, Iran. Email: A.naibnia@gmail.com.
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