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1. theoretical rationality
2. axiological rationality
3. practical rationality
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1. Spirituality
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The Role of Women in the Strengthening and

Undermining of Democratic System
Siddiga Muhaqgiq!

Abstract

In Islamic jurisprudence—particularly in family jurisprudence—the status
of women within the family and society has been regarded as a central
element in either strengthening or weakening social and political systems. A
democratic system, founded on the principles of public participation and
respect for individual rights, necessitates the dynamic and active engagement
of all segments of society, including women, across various domains.
Findings of the present study indicate that, from the perspective of family
jurisprudence, women can contribute to the promotion of a culture of respect
for rights, justice, and civic participation by raising children in accordance
with religious and ethical teachings and by disseminating Islamic values. In
the public sphere as well, family jurisprudence acknowledges women's
participation within the legitimate frameworks established by Sharia. This
article, grounded in the principles and foundations of family jurisprudence,
examines the impact of women's presence and participation in both
strengthening and weakening democratic systems. It also addresses the
challenges and opportunities that exist in this domain. Accordingly, this study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and achieves its aim through the
examination of jurisprudential texts.

Keywords: Democratic system, women, family jurisprudence, weakening
of the system, strengthening of the system
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Rationality and Spirituality in Sadraic Wisdom and Their

Influence on the Civilizational Discourse of the Islamic Revolution
Mohammad Ali Esmaeili'

Abstract

"Rationality” and "spirituality,” as two identity-defining components of
the celestial dimension of human existence, have profoundly preoccupied
modern thought. "Transcendent Wisdom" (al-hikmah al-muta'aliyah) offers
a comprehensive model of rationality and spirituality that stands far superior
to modern and postmodern paradigms. Through the present study, conducted
via a descriptive-analytical method with the aim of examining Sadraic
rationality and spirituality and their impact on the civilizational discourse of
the Islamic Revolution—it becomes evident that Sadraic rationality rejects
the components of modern Western rationality, such as "“the primacy of
material needs," "excessive reliance on the cognitive abilities of human
reason,” “extreme optimism toward modern science in securing human
salvation," and "the denial of religion's constructive role in life." Instead, by
prioritizing spiritual needs and negating epistemic relativism, it emphasizes
the cognitive limitations of reason, and consequently, underscores "revelatory
rationality” (al-'agl al-munawwar) and "sacred rationality.” Similarly,
Sadraic spirituality is a rational-revelatory spirituality that, unlike modern
spiritualities, rejects introversion, personalization, and the secularization of
spirituality, emphasizing a comprehensive rational spirituality. Furthermore,
the influence of Sadraic rationality and spirituality on the civilizational
discourse of the Islamic Revolution can be seen in areas such as the
personality formation of the Revolution's founder, the foundations and
components of the Islamic Revolution’s civilizational discourse, and the
emergence of the "Transcendent Politics” of the Islamic Revolution based on
Sadraic wisdom.

Keywords: Rationality, Spirituality, Modern Rationality, New
Spirituality, Islamic Revolution, Civilizational Discourse
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Religious Democracy in the Sunni and Imami Juridical Views
AbdulQadeer Hamidi!
Nasser Nikkho Amiri?
Abstract

= Religious democracy, as a system that combines the principles of
‘E democracy with religious foundations, holds particular significance in Islamic
jurisprudence. This study examines the juridical views of the Sunni and
Imami (Shia) Schools regarding religious democracy, with the central
question being how each of these two schools interprets and implements this
concept. The importance of this research lies in understanding the interaction
between religion and politics and its impact on governance and public
participation in Islamic societies. This study aims to analyze and compare the
juridical opinions of the Sunni and Imami schools concerning religious
democracy and to identify the similarities and differences in their respective
principles and foundations. The research method is descriptive-analytical and
is conducted through a review of jurisprudential sources from both schools.
The findings indicate that principles such as justice and consultation are
emphasized in both traditions; however, there are significant differences in
how these principles are interpreted and implemented. The Sunni school
places greater emphasis on consultation and consensus, whereas the Imami
School emphasizes the role of the Imam and religious leadership.
Consequently, religious democracy in Sunni and Imami jurisprudence has
fundamental differences, yet both schools, in their own ways, acknowledge
the role of the people in governance. This can contribute to a better

understanding of religious democracy in Islamic societies.

Keywords: Religious Democracy, Religion, Jurisprudence, Democracy
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The Role of Religious Democracy in Strengthening the

Discourse of Resistance in the Age of Globalization
Syed Asif Kazemi!

Abstract

The aim of this article is to examine the role of religious democracy in
strengthening the discourse of resistance in the age of globalization, drawing
upon the discourse analysis theory of Laclau and Mouffe. Religious
democracy, as a political and social system within Islamic societies, serves as
an effective strategy for reinforcing collective will and creating the necessary
conditions for the realization of fundamental human rights and the defense of
cultural independence. This form of governance provides a foundation for the
reinforcement of religious identity and cultural values, while also contributing
to the promotion of social justice and human rights from a religious
perspective. The findings of the study indicate that the discourse of religious
democracy can lend legitimacy to the discourse of resistance and strengthen
national and religious identity in the face of processes of othering. By
emphasizing the cultural and religious values of society, religious democracy
can foster active public participation in political and social processes, enhance
collective identity, and promote resistance against Western cultural
domination and the hegemonic influence of global arrogance. The
equivalence and convergence between the two discourses of religious
democracy and resistance create grounds for social solidarity, cohesion,
religious identity, social justice, human rights, and political participation—
demonstrating the strengthening role of religious democracy in sustaining and
expanding the discourse of resistance.

Keywords: Discourse of resistance, religious identity, solidarity,
hegemony, political participation, independence, struggle against global
arrogance.
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An Analysis of the Role of the People in the Realization
of Religious Authority with Emphasis on the Qur'anic

Thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei
A'zam Nayeb Nia!

Abstract

The aim of the present study is to analyze the role of the people in the
realization of religious authority (Wilayat-e Dini) with an emphasis on the
Qur'anic thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. In the philosophy of any political
system, the legitimacy of the ruling government—and consequently, the role
and status of the people—holds critical importance. Given that in the Islamic
political system sovereignty belongs to God, explaining the role and position
of the people in this process becomes a challenging issue. This study, using a
descriptive-analytical method, seeks to examine the status of the people within
the system of religious authority, focusing on His Eminence’s Qur'anic
perspectives. The findings of the study indicate that the fundamental
component in explaining the nature of religious democracy in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought is structured around the concept of Wilayah (religious
guardianship). Based on Qur'anic principles such as equality, vicegerency and
divine dignity of human beings, consultation (shura), allegiance (bay‘ah),
justice, freedom, and sovereignty over one's destiny, the legitimacy of Islamic
governance is both divine and people-based. The people form the foundation
of legitimizing the religious authority system and play a vital role in the
formation and realization of the system of Wilayah during the occultation era.
This includes selecting the supreme leader (Wali al-Amr) and establishing and
sustaining the system. Ultimately, religious democracy is the cornerstone of the
realization of the system of Wilayah, and without the presence of the people,
the true establishment of a religious authority system would not be possible.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei; System of Religious Authority; People;
Religious Democracy; Qur'anic Thoughts.
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The Experience of the Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist in the
Realization of Religious Democracy

Hussayn Kabalaet ’Asl!

Mujtaba Najafi®

Abstract:

This article examines the experience of the Guardianship of the Islamic
Jurist (Velayat-e Faqih) in realizing religious democracy within the
framework of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Religious democracy, as a model

distinct from Western democracy, is founded on the integration of religious :

principles and popular values. In this context, the theory of the Guardianship
of the Islamic Jurist, as the foundation of governance in the Islamic Republic,
plays a key role in articulating and implementing this concept. Emphasizing
the leadership role of the Supreme Leader, the article analyzes the theoretical
and historical foundations of the formation of this system, the mechanisms
for realizing religious democracy in the Constitution, and the performance of
the Guardianship in various domains, including political participation, social
justice, and national independence. Furthermore, based on an assessment of
experiences over the past few decades, the strengths of this model—such as
the reinforcement of religious and popular convergence and its capacity to
create national stability and unity—are examined, and suggestions are offered
for improving and strengthening the system’s performance.

Keywords: Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist; Religious democracy;
Constitution; Political participation; Social justice
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