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Examining the Foundations and Documentation of Personal

Status Systems in Islamic Countries
Ghiyasuddin (Siamak) Qiyasisi Sarraki!

Abstract

Personal status, as a set of characteristics, provides the basis for
distinguishing an individual from others and determines their legal position
in society. In Islamic countries, there exists an inseparable link between the
foundations of personal status and religious teachings, such that until the end
of the nineteenth century, Islamic law maintained exclusive dominance over
this domain. However, from that period onward, gradual transformations
emerged in the legislative systems of Islamic countries, following a distinct
trajectory that has continued to the present day. The research question of the

present study is: On which foundations and sources have the personal status \

systems of Islamic countries been shaped? It appears that personal status is
grounded in specific epistemological foundations and sources. Accordingly,
different countries exhibit varying systems in the field of personal status.
Reuvisiting the evolution of jurisprudential and legal opinions in the domain
of personal status, along with analyzing the sources and foundations cited by
scholars in this field, plays a significant role in harmonizing perspectives.
This process ultimately facilitates the convergence and approximation of
legislative regulations. This study, which examines the foundations and
sources of personal status systems in Islamic countries using a descriptive—
analytical method, demonstrates that these systems are shaped based on
specific epistemological and methodological foundations and sources, and
that the personal status frameworks of Islamic countries share considerable
commonalities.

Keywords: Personal status; Evolution of personal status; Foundations;
Sources; Legal systems of Islamic countries
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Merit-Based Selection: The Key to Achieving Administrative
Efficiency in Religious Democracy with Emphasis on the

Perspective of the Supreme Leader (May his authority be prolonged)
Mohammad Reza Rahimi!

Abstract

Merit-based selection, as one of the fundamental principles for
administrative efficiency, holds special significance in religiously democratic
societies. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is founded on the principles
of religious democracy, merit-based selection not only contributes to
enhancing the efficiency of the administrative system but also promotes social
justice and increases public trust in the system. The Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Khamenei, has consistently emphasized the importance of merit-
based selection in the appointment of officials and managers, considering it
one of the main pillars for achieving the objectives of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. This study aims to analyze the views of the Supreme Leader regarding
merit-based selection and to examine its impact on the efficiency of the
administrative system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. To achieve this goal, a
descriptive—analytical research method has been employed. In this approach,
the statements and speeches of the Supreme Leader concerning merit-based
selection and administrative efficiency were examined. Using key terms such
as efficiency, meritocracy, and merit, principles of merit-based selection were
extracted and, based on established guidelines, the essence, stages, and
strategies for institutionalizing merit-based selection were inferred, with
particular attention to its role in enhancing administrative efficiency. The
results of this study indicate that, to achieve effective merit-based selection
in the administrative system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, it is essential that
the process of appointing officials be based on individuals’ genuine
competencies and Islamic and religious criteria, while existing obstacles—
such as the influence of informal networks and factionalism—are minimized.
Furthermore, fostering a culture of merit-based selection and enhancing
transparency in managerial appointments are crucial requirements for
realizing this goal.

Keywords: Merit-based selection; Efficiency; Administrative system;
Religious democracy; Content analysis; Supreme Leader; Islamic Republic
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Foundations of the Strategic Culture of the Islamic Republic of

Iran in Nahj al-Balaghah
Rashid Rokabian'
Naser PourHasan?

Abstract an*

This study examines the foundations of the strategic culture of the Islamic =%y
Republic of Iran. Strategic culture—which encompasses traditions, values, ;f
behavioral patterns, and approaches to confronting threats—serves as an . 3\
independent variable shaping a country’s strategic behavior, the dependent -
variable. Considering that the Islamic Republic of Iran derives its identity and %
foundational principles from religious teachings, identifying the roots of its ™3

"

strategic culture in authentic Islamic texts—particularly Nahj al-Balaghah,
the most important source after the Qur’an—is essential and instrumental for \
analyzing Iran’s foreign policy behavior and security strategy. In line with the
focus of this study, the research addresses the following question: “What are
the most important foundations of the strategic culture of the Islamic Republic *
of Iran that are rooted in religious texts, especially Nahj al-Balaghah?” The
research hypothesis is explored using a descriptive—analytical method and
through the collection of documentary evidence from Nahj al-Balaghah. The
most important foundations of strategic culture emphasized in religious texts,
particularly Nahj al-Balaghah, are as follows: 1. The struggle between truth
and falsehood and the triumph of truth, 2. Strengthening defensive
capabilities, 3. Rejection of subjugation and domination, 4. Rejection of
oppression and tyranny, 5. Defense of the oppressed, 6. The principle of
fidelity to one’s commitments.
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Keywords: Culture; Strategic culture; Islamic Republic; Nahj al-Balaghah
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Analysis of the Requirements for Preserving the Islamic System
in the Thought of Ayatollah Khamenei (May his authority be
prolonged)

Sayyid Mahdi Hosseini!
Mohammad Ali Mir-Ali Bidakhouyedi?

Abstract

The necessity of preserving the system is one of the important and
fundamental issues in Islamic jurisprudence, and its necessity is agreed upon
by the scholars. Some scholars even consider it one of the most obligatory
duties. Extensive research has been conducted on this topic; however, this
paper aims to explore the requirements for preserving the system from the
perspective of His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei (May his authority be
prolonged) using a descriptive-analytical method combined with interpretation.
The findings of the research indicate that the necessity of emphasizing the
core principles and direction of the system, resilience and steadfastness,
adherence to principles and values, strengthening beliefs, reliance on the
people, obedience to and defense of the Guardianship of the Jurisprudent
(Velayat-e-Faqih), strengthening the country's defensive capabilities,
preserving national unity and cohesion, and emphasizing a resilient and self-
reliant economy are among the most significant requirements for preserving
the system from His Excellency's perspective. These points have been
emphasized in his written works, speeches, and statements, especially in his
"Second Phase™ Declaration, and are elaborated and substantiated in this
paper under the title "Requirements for Preserving the System".

Keywords: Islamic system; Islamic Republic; Preserving the system;
Disruption of the system
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The Realization of Religious Democracy from the Perspective
of the Holy Qur’an: Strategies, Approaches, Challenges, and

Obstacles
seyed Zuhair al-Mesilini!

Abstract

Religious democracy, as a model of governance based on divine teachings
and the active role of the people in the political system, is considered one of
the fundamental topics in Islamic thought. The Holy Qur'an, as the source of
divine revelation, has elucidated the principles and frameworks of this
system, emphasizing public participation, justice, consultation, and
accountability. Given the contemporary challenges in realizing religious
democracy, it is essential to explore the Qur'anic strategies and solutions for
its implementation. This research aims to investigate the Qur'anic foundations
of religious democracy, propose strategies for its realization, and identify the
challenges and obstacles ahead. This study, using a descriptive-analytical
method and drawing on exegesis sources, Qur'anic verses, and previous
studies, seeks to provide a scientific framework for realizing this system. The
findings of the research indicate that religious democracy in the Qur'an is
based on principles such as divine sovereignty, consultation, social justice,
public oversight, and accountability. On the other hand, the realization of this
system requires the formulation of laws in accordance with Shari‘ah, the
enhancement of public awareness and participation, and the utilization of
modern communication tools. However, factors such as incorrect interpretations
of religion, the conflict between secular movements and Islamic values, and
weaknesses in the implementation of religious governance structures are
among the most significant obstacles to realizing this model. The results of
this research can assist policymakers, researchers, and Islamic scholars in
understanding the dimensions of religious democracy and formulating
practical strategies for its establishment.

Keywords: Religious democracy; Holy Quran; Divine sovereignty;
Consultation; Social justice
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The Role of the Islamic Sciences in the Formation of Islamic
Civilization: With Emphasis on Philosophy and Theology
Seyyed Abdulrauf Afzali!

Abstract

Although civilizations may share certain common elements, they
undoubtedly possess distinctive indicators and characteristics that
differentiate them from one another and constitute their foundational
coherence. These indicators and characteristics function as the defining
differentia of civilizations, such that without their existence, or if they are not
properly articulated and their underlying philosophy is not clearly
demonstrated, —civilizations would neither be able to emerge nor to endure.
Islamic civilization, like other civilizations, has its own specific indicators
and characteristics. Although these features are mentioned sporadically in
Islamic sources and are not unfamiliar to those acquainted with Islamic texts,
their systematic articulation and the explanation of their philosophical and
rational foundations have undoubtedly been carried out elsewhere, namely
within the Islamic sciences. Had the Islamic sciences not articulated the
characteristics of Islamic civilization, we would never have possessed a clear
image or a deep understanding of them. In this paper, which is written using
an analytical-descriptive method, we first seek to identify the prominent
characteristics of Islamic civilization from among its many features, drawing
upon authentic Islamic sources. We then demonstrate the significant role
played by the Islamic sciences—especially philosophy and theology—in
elucidating these characteristics and, through this process, in rendering
valuable and substantial services to Islamic civilization. From the perspective
of this study, God-centeredness, rationalism, love of knowledge, the pursuit
of justice, and belief in the Hereafter are among the most important
characteristics of Islamic civilization, which have been effectively articulated
within the Islamic sciences, particularly philosophy and theology.

Keywords: Islamic civilization; God-centeredness; Rationalism; Love of
knowledge; Pursuit of justice; Belief in the Hereafter
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