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A Typology of the Role of the Infallibles’ Ontological
Guardianship in Islamic Education: An Examination of Its

Individual and Social Effects
Fatimeh Mohammadt'

Abstract

One type of guardianship attributed to the Infallibles (peace be upon them)—
including the prophets, Lady Fatimah, and the Twelve Imams—is ontological
guardianship (wilayah takwiniyah), through which the reins of the universe
are in their hands. They possess universal sovereignty and complete dominion
over existence and can exercise influence in the cosmos in whatever manner
they will. Not only is the principle of the Imams’ ontological interventions
accepted by Islamic jurists, but numerous narrations—covering a wide range
of topics—have also been transmitted concerning this reality and the manner
of its involvement and influence in human life. One of the manifestations of
this guardianship is its role within the Islamic educational system. This study
aims to explicate and analyze the effects of this type of guardianship in
Islamic education across two dimensions: the individual and the social. The
present research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and employs
library-based methods for data collection. According to the findings,
ontological guardianship and attentiveness to it in everyday life, on the
individual level, lead to self-purification, acceptance and performance of
righteous deeds, the intercession of the Imams (peace be upon them),
attainment of faith, personal security, and the meaningfulness of life. On the
social level, it plays a significant role in the formation of an ideal society, the
establishment of social justice and equality among all members of society, the
avoidance of extravagance among those in authority, and, overall, the
guidance of society.

Keywords: Guardianship; Individual dimension; Social dimension;
Ontological guardianship; Education
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The Pulpit and the Management of Public Opinion

‘Abd al-Rahim Akhlaqt!
% Abstract

® One of the most important social realities is public opinion, which plays a

‘3 decisive role in the success of intellectual—cultural groups and movements, as
well as in the policies and decisions of political regimes. The question
addressed here is: given the proliferation of mass media and the information
explosion in the contemporary era, how can the minbar (pulpit) be utilized to
manage public opinion? The present study has been organized to answer this
question. Data for the article were collected through library-based research,
and a descriptive—analytical method was employed in their analysis. The
findings of the study indicate that characteristics such as its public and
popular nature, face-to-face and intimate communication with audiences, and
its sacredness and spiritual credibility have endowed the medium of the
minbar (pulpit) with a unique capacity that enables it, even in the
contemporary era, to manage public opinion. This, however, is contingent
upon the pulpit first rebuilding its lost credibility, engaging in purposeful and
organized activity, aligning itself with the needs and exigencies of the time,
and making proper use of new tools and technologies.

Keywords: Minbar; Media; Public opinion management; Trust-building;
Organized activity; Attention to context and time; Utilization of modern tools

1 . PhD Graduate in Political Jurisprudence, al-Mustafa International University, Qom.
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The Educational Thought of Ayatollah Khamenei: A New
Approach to Resolving Emotional and Behavioral Conflicts of the

Young Generation
Mohammad Ehsani!

Abstract

Conflicts among the young generation within the home and society
constitute a significant educational and social challenge of the present era,
manifesting as incompatibility with family members and through abnormal
social behaviors in the broader community. Family upbringing plays a key
role in shaping how children interact with others, and when conducted
according to correct educational principles and appropriate methods, it can
resolve their emotional and behavioral issues. The main objective of this
article is to propose solutions for addressing the emotional and behavioral
conflicts of adolescents and youth, achieved through a documentary—
deductive methodology within a structured library-based research
framework. The educational thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, due to its
comprehensiveness and novelty, provides the most suitable foundation for
educating the young generation in the contemporary world. Its features—
renewal of pure Islamic educational thought, maximalist thinking, Qur’an-
centeredness, and an integrated approach to education—distinguish it from
other contemporary educational philosophies. Its applicability in resolving
the emotional and behavioral conflicts of youth stems from its ability to
respond to the age of mission, foster identity formation, strengthen heartfelt
faith, cultivate positive emotions, and reform behavior, thereby having a
profound impact on their religious and moral development. Students educated
under this approach will become steadfast and resilient in belief, emotion, and
behavior, showing no vulnerability to deviations.

Keywords: Educational thought; Maximalist approach; Conflict
resolution; Emotional; Behavioral; New approach; Young generation

1 . Faculty Member, al-Mustafa International Research Institute, Department of Islamic Ethics and
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Criteria for Identifying Authentic Spirituality in the Qur’an
and Traditions
Mohammad Bager Farzi!
Abstract

Spirituality is among the important issues to which humanity—especially
in the contemporary era—has devoted increasing attention. Examining the
criteria and standards of authentic spirituality from the perspective of the
Qur’an and the traditions is the subject of this study. Employing a
descriptive—analytical method and drawing on scholarly sources, this article
seeks to answer the fundamental question of what the ordered criteria of
authentic Islamic spirituality are, and how they differ from inauthentic forms
of spirituality. The findings of this research indicate that authentic Islamic
spirituality, grounded in the Qur’an and traditions, is characterized by
multiple criteria, such as God-centeredness, adherence to the Shari‘ah,
rationality, belief in the Hereafter, and adherence to guardianship (wilayah).
In contrast to authentic Islamic spirituality, there exist centers affiliated with
capitalism which, recognizing humanity’s need for spirituality, its suffering
from spiritual emptiness, and the necessity of escaping the crises produced by
modernism, have promoted thousands of spiritual movements and sects.
These groups offer attractive and highly diverse prescriptions to satisfy and
cover humanity’s spiritual quest. However, because these mysticisms and
spiritualities are institutionally founded upon invalid principles and criteria—
such as anthropocentrism, hostility toward reason, and rejection of the
Shari‘ah—rather than adopting approaches grounded in God-centeredness,
rationality, adherence to the Shari‘ah, and Wilayah, they have failed to
provide clear, precise, and comforting answers to human bewilderment. As a
result, this condition has today generated serious challenges for the system of

domination and the decadent culture of the Western world.

Keywords: Spirituality; Authentic spirituality; God-centeredness; Rationality;
Realism; Wilayah
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Artificial Intelligence and Moral Transformation: The Impact

of Technology on the Advancement of Humanity
Sima Khanlarloo!

Abstract

This article aims to examine how cognitive enhancement through artificial
intelligence influences individuals' moral transformation by analyzing the
relationship between this technology and moral and religious values. The
main research question is whether cognitive enhancement can alter
individuals' moral or religious beliefs and goals or merely improve moral
reasoning. The findings indicate that while cognitive enhancement may lead
to improved moral reasoning abilities, it does not guarantee changes in moral
behavior. This study also addresses the challenges associated with moral
manipulation through artificial intelligence, emphasizing the importance of
will and autonomy, particularly from the perspective of religious teachings.
In urgent circumstances, some advocate for the use of biological or
technological tools to enhance morality, but this article underscores the need
for safe, voluntary, and responsible use of technology. The research
methodology, focusing on analyzing practical experiences and utilizing
ethical theories, proposes designing artificial intelligence systems based on
human values. The study concludes that to ensure responsible interaction
between technology and human values, transparent regulations and ethics-
oriented designs are essential.

Keywords: Cognitive Enhancement; Moral Transformation; Artificial
Intelligence (Al); Will and Autonomy; Religious Teachings
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Human Dignity from the Perspective of Mulla Sadra: Dignity

as a Gradational Reality
Seyyed Abdulrauf Afzali!

Abstract

Although human dignity is regarded today as a relatively modern topic,
scholarly inquiry shows that it has been discussed since ancient times. While
some, such as the humanists, exaggerate the notion of human dignity and
others adopt a reductionist approach, Mulla Sadra takes a middle path. From
his perspective, dignity is a gradational reality: its lowest level begins with
the attainment of “human corporeality,” while its highest culmination is
realized upon reaching the stage of the “angelic human.” By attaining the
stage of the “human corporeal being,” which comprises a collection of
extraordinary capacities and potentials, the human being is distinguished from
other living creatures; and by reaching the rank of the “angelic human,” he
is distinguished from other human beings. In this article, written using an
analytical-descriptive method, we seek to explicate this perspective—one
that may be termed “dignity as a gradational reality”—and to present its
evidential foundations by drawing upon the words of Mulla Sadra.

Keywords: Human dignity; Mulla Sadra; Human corporeal being;
Angelic human; Gradation
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